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“Bill Horvath is the complete conservation package. Over his many
decades of conservation work, he has been involved with education,
training, research, public policy legislation, and leadership with respect to wise use and management of natural resources of Wisconsin
and across the nation.” — Donald Last (UWEX ret)
First Midwest Regional Director for
NACD with responsibility for coordinating the work in conservation
districts in eight Midwestern states
and resulted in $15Million and thousands of acres placed under good
watershed management.
Active locally and nationally, served
in the Stevens Point City Council
and as City Council President, in
the Wisconsin State Assembly and
on a variety of university, state and
local organizations.
Initiated a project impact evaluation
process while with the Wisconsin
Soil and Water Conservation Board
which resulted in soil and water
public assistance programs shifting
emphasis from channelization back
to water management on the land.
Mobilized organizations throughout
the State to found WCHF Foundation which supports WCHF.
Organized a study on private landowners questions of trespass and
liability which produced a model
national act and resulted in the
Wisconsin Assembly passing the
first such legislation in the country.
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William John Horvath
1938Bill Horvath was born on a farm in southeast Wisconsin without electricity and plumbing. At the age of 6 he
watched his favorite fishing stream be destroyed by a dragline
in the name of improved agricultural production. Right then he
became a dedicated conservationist. He graduated in 1961
from what is now University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point with
a degree in Conservation. This was followed by a Master’s degree from the University of Michigan-Ann Arbor. After graduation, he took a position with the Pennsylvania Soil and Water
Conservation Department. He soon moved to take the position
of director of the Maryland State Soil and Water Conservation
Agency. Several years later he was offered the same position
with the Soil and Water Conservation Board in Wisconsin.
In 1972 Horvath was hired by National Association of
Conservation Districts (NACD) as the first Midwest Regional
Director with responsibility for coordinating the work in conservation districts in eight Midwestern states. During the latter
part of his time with the NACD, he also served as interim director of the organization’s Conservation Information Technology Center. He retired from the NACD in 2002, and promptly
went back under contract to the NACD directing the organization’s forestry programs office. He retired again in 2005.
Active locally as well as nationally, Horvath was elected to the Stevens Point City Council in 1975 and served for ten
years, including a term as City Council President. He served
briefly in the Wisconsin State Assembly in 1983 and also on a
variety of university, state and local organizations.
Wherever he has served Bill has maintained a focus on
wise natural resources management causes. While with the
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Attractions:
Displays, information on
Wisconsin’s conservation
history and leaders.
Schmeeckle Reserve,
owned by the University
of Wisconsin-Stevens
Point, provides hiking
and wildlife viewing
opportunities.
Purpose:
To educate and inspire
people with information
about how resource
conservation has shaped
our environment and our
lives.
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Sat: Noon - 4 p.m.
Sun: Noon - 4 p.m.
Support:
The Wisconsin Conservation
Hall of Fame
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tax deductible and may be
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WCHF Foundation Inc.
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Stevens Point, WI 54481
715-346-4992

Wisconsin Soil and Water Conservation Board, for instance, he
initiated a project impact evaluation process which resulted in soil
and water public assistance programs shifting emphasis from
channelization back to water management on the land.
Knowing Wisconsin’s distinguished conservation history.
Horvath mobilized organizations throughout the state to found the
Wisconsin Conservation Hall of Fame Foundation. The Foundation supports the Wisconsin Conservation Hall of Fame, which
recognizes contributions of individuals who have helped grow and
spread the idea of conservation throughout the state and nation.
Early in his tenure with NACD Horvath led the conservation districts in his region into cooperation with the Environmental Protection Agency, to obtain support for dozens of watershed
management demonstration projects. Throughout his time with
NACD, his leadership in the Midwest Region garnered grants totaling more than fifteen million dollars and many thousands of
acres placed under good watershed management.
Horvath’s leadership beyond NACD shows in his efforts
to get the National Wildlife Federation, Wildlife Foundation, National Rifle Association and several other organizations to work
together to secure the cooperation of private landowners to open
their land for private recreation. Recognizing that the biggest obstacles to private landowner cooperation were questions of trespass and liability, Bill organized a study of the problems, which
produced a model act that was sent to all states for study and potential passage. Later, when he was in the Wisconsin Assembly,
Bill sponsored legislation using ideas based on this model act to
modify trespass and liability considerations. It was the first such
legislation in the country.
Bill Horvath’s success in implementing creative conservation measures was, in part, because he had broad and deep
knowledge of local conservation issues and problems, especially
in the Midwest and, indeed, nationally. He used the knowledge
and information gained from frequent contact with county-based
conservation leaders to make innovative suggestions regarding the
design and conduct of programs carried out by state and national
resources agencies.

